
Weather Hazards in the UK

Learning Objective:

• Discover how the UK is affected by weather 

hazards

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c


Learning Outcomes:

• Distinguish weather and climate

• Describe the impacts of extreme weather 

types

• Assess why the UK experiences extreme 

weather

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c


Weather is the day to day variation 

in temperature, precipitation, wind 

speed, wind direction, cloud cover, 

humidity and air pressure. 

Climate is the overall pattern of 

weather over a 30 year period.

Weather is different to 
climate because…



Hot enough to…

Europe 2003

• Most extreme 

heat for 500 

years

• 20,000 people 
died!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx2940wcooo




London 2014

Boscastle 2004

How are they linked?



Impacts of 
weather hazards

Thunderstorms

Prolonged rainfall

Drought / extreme heat

Strong winds

Heavy snow / extreme cold



Why is the UK like a roundabout?

The UK is like a 

roundabout 

because it is at 

the meeting point 
of…

… several different types 

of weather from 

different directions. We 

have varied weather 

from week to week and 

occasionally we will be 

affected by extreme 
weather. 


