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Learning Objective:

• Analyse where people live in the UK
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Learning Outcomes:

• Describe the population distribution of the UK

• Analyse reasons for the UK population 

distribution

• Predict how the UK population distribution 

will change



In 1970 it was…

It has increased…

By 2030 it is estimated to be…



Population density

Fifteen 

people in the 

square

Five people in 

the square

One person in 

the square

Population Density = 

Number of people per 

square kilometre (a 

measure of crowdedness) 

Based on these images 

what do you think 

population density is?

1-4 people

5-9 people

10+ people

We can show population 

density on a map by 

shading areas from light 

to dark depending on 

how many people live in 

an area.
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Uneven 

population 
distribution?

82 % live in 
urban areas.

1 in 4 people 

live in the SE 
of the UK.

Highland 

areas of 

Scotland

and Wales

are sparsely 
populated.

These areas 

are upland 

and have a 

harsher 
climate.

The population 
of the UK is…



Location for iron ore

Location for coal mines

Centre of industrial 

innovation, in the 

centre of the 
country

Global city and 
financial centre

Important trading nation

The distribution of the UK’s major 

cities links to its industrial past –
where would you locate the cities?



Explain how the distribution of 

population in the UK reflects both 

physical and human

geographical factors. (6 marks)

Think about:

• Why some parts of the UK are not attractive 

places to live in.

• Why major cities are so densely populated –

those inland (Birmingham) and those on the 

coast (Liverpool).

• Migration patterns of the last 20 years.



How might the UK 

population distribution 

change in the future?

Where will they settle and why?

Where might these groups of people 
choose to relocate and why?

Why would people choose 
to drift towards the SE?

Only major UK city where the 
population has fallen – why?



Why live in 

the NE?


