
Managed Retreat

Learning Objective:

-Investigate ways of using the natural 

environment to protect against flooding



Learning Outcomes:

-Identify features of managed retreat

-Explain how management retreat 
reduces the effects of flooding

-Decide how to manage a stretch of 
coastline



How much is this house worth?

£1!





What is the 

cheapest 

management 

option on the 

coast?

What 

management 

issues can you 

see?



Before managed retreat

After managed retreat



Describe the relief of this area

What are the land uses at X? 

X

Why is managed 

retreat used here?



Managed retreat is also known as 

managed realignment. 

It involves breaching an existing coastal 

defence, such as a sea wall, and allowing

the low-value land behind to be flooded. 

This land is then left to be colonised by 

saltmarsh vegetation, creating a new 

‘intertidal zone’. 

When established, the vegetation disperses 

wave energy, reduces erosion rates and 

provides new habitats. 



Explain how managed retreat can 
reduce the risks of coastal flooding. 

Use the diagram to help you. (6 marks)

L1 – awareness of what managed retreat is, describing

what is on the diagram.

L2 – understanding that energy is reduced by creating a 

natural barrier / dispersal of energy / waves spread out –

link to reducing the risks of flooding

L3 – clear links to storms, flooding and dissipating energy / 

settlements are protected, not flooded / water does not 

travel up rivers, but spreads out over a bigger area






