
Extreme Weather in the UK

Learning Objective:

• Assess if the UK’s weather is becoming more 

extreme

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c


Learning Outcomes:

• Examine evidence of extreme weather

• Classify the effects for an example of extreme 

UK weather

• Assess why there might be more extreme 

weather events in the UK

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz4AvqsJ63c


Trafalgar Square - 2003

Traffic chaos - 2010



Evidence of extreme weather:



‘UK weather is becoming more extreme’

Use the headings to discuss this statement.



Several people 
died from 

hypothermia or 
accidents.

Water pipes 
froze and burst,
leading to leaky 

pipes. 

Transport networks 
severely disrupted –
motorways shut (M8 
closed for 2 days). 
Trains and flights 

cancelled.

40,000 homes and 
businesses were left 

without water for 
over a week.

People unable to 
get to work, 

affecting the 
UK’s economy.

Snow covered 
almost all of the 

UK – depth of 
50cm in some 

hilly areas.

Frost damaged 
crops – especially

sugar beet.

Christmas sales in 
shops were down, as 
shoppers were put 

off by the weather.

Overall impact of 
£1.6 billion lost -
UK’s GDP fell by 

0.5%.

Schools closed 
for 3 or 4 days, 
including 7000 

schools on 
December 2nd.

Parents taking time 
off to look after 
their children.

Use of gas and 
electricity more than 
doubled in December 

– increasing CO2 
emissions.

UK: November and December 2010 = EXTREME COLD!

Social, Economic and Environmental Impacts. 





Management strategies?

•PREDICTION: warning of it?

•PROTECTION: roads?

•PLANNING: health and safety?





On the increase..?

• Temperatures: linking to a 

warming world.

• Energy: More in the 
atmosphere.

• Heatwaves: In normally cool 

areas.

• Pressure systems get stuck: 

see Europe map.





Suggest why the UK’s weather is 

becoming more extreme. (4 marks)


