
Managing the Growth of Squatter 

Settlements

Learning Objective:

-Examine how the poor live in Rio de Janeiro 



Learning Outcomes:

-Identify where favelas are located in Rio

-Analyse the 5 key challenges for residents

-Evaluate why housing the poor is a challenge



Squatter settlement: unplanned areas of 

cities (usually outskirts) built by people 

using any materials they can find.  Also 

known as shanty towns / favelas / 

barriades and bustees.

Informal sector: jobs are created by 

people, but not recognised officially.  

Such as doing someone's washing, fixing 

bicycles or prostitution.



80

60

40

20

0

S
lu

m
 p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 a

s 
%

 

o
f 

u
rb

a
n

 p
o

p
u

la
ti
o

n

Africa Asia South America        Europe

Describe the global pattern of slum dwellers









Location of favelas

1000 favelas in Rio
60% in the suburbs

25% in the outer 
part of the city

Some are even 40km from the city – along where? Industrial areas

Steep hillsides – problems?







Rocinha – a squatter settlement



Rocinha is the largest favela in Brazil. Most residents come from 

poor rural areas or country towns, but with few skills of use in urban 

areas and little savings.  Others are young adults from poor areas of 

the city setting up their first homes. It had a population of 75,000 in 

the 2010 census, but that is now likely to be three times higher. The 

favela is built on a steep hillside overlooking the wealthy areas of 

Copacabana and Ipanema, where many if its inhabitants work. 

Rocinha, Rio de 

Janeiro



The Challenges of Squatter Settlements

Construction Crime

Services

Health

Unemployment 



Evaluate why housing the 
urban poor will prove to be a 

great challenge for the 

authorities in Rio. (4 marks)

If you are stuck, link to construction and services

One of the main reasons why housing the 

poor is such an issue is because…


